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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Sir: 

This is in response to the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for 

Allowance contained in the Notice of Allowability mailed January 1 1 , 2005. The 

Examiner stated as follows: 

"Claims 1-8 are allowable over the prior art of record because 
none of the prior art whether taken singularly or in combination, 
especially when these limitations are considered within the specific 
combination claimed, to teach: 

An undercoating layer 21 (fig. 1) containing nickel; an average 
thickness of the intermediate layer 22 (fig. 1) containing palladium as a 
main constituent is 0.04|im; a surface layer 23 (fig. 1) containing gold 
formed on the intermediate layer; and among other limitations as cited 
in the independent claim 1 ." 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage 
as first class mail in an envelope addressed to Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 
February 15, 2005. 

Diane Paull 

(Name of Person Mailing Paper) 

2/15/2005 



Sianature 



Date 



Notice of Allowance dated 1-11-2005 

Appl. No. 10/600.980 
Comments dated 2-15-2005 
Attomey Docket No. 1 21 7-031 1 49 

It should be noted that the language in claim 1 states that an average 
thickness of the intermediate layer containing paladium as a main constituent is not 
more than about 0.04 jiim. The Examiner omitted the "not more than about" 
language appearing in claim 1 . 

Entry of these Comments in the file history of the instant application is 
respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WEBB ZIESENHEIM LOGSDON 
ORKIN & HANSON, P.C. 
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